
March 28, 2002 LB 808, 1110 
LR 4

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

ELQQR DEBATE

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Bill advances. (Visitors introduced.)
Mr. Clerk.
CLERK: Mr. President, LB 1110 was introduced by Senator
Hartnett. (Read title.) Bill was introduced on January 15, 
referred to the Urban Affairs Committee, advanced to General 
File.
SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Senator Hartnett.
SENATOR HARTNETT: Mr. Speaker, members of the body, the
Volunteer Emergency Response Recruitment and Retention Act was 
developed over several years, (laugh) a few years longer than 
Senator Stuhr's, to provide a mechanism for encouraging 
individuals to join and stay involved in local emergency 
response activities as firefighters or emergency medical 
personnel. The act permits cities and villages for volunteer 
departments and rural or suburban fire protection districts to 
establish service award benefit program to recognize years of 
active service by volunteers with a small pension benefit 
provided when they reach age 65. Funds set aside weald be tax 
deferred based upon a congressional action in the nineties to 
encourage this...such programs. With the passage of LB 808 last 
legislative session, this become a local program. After we 
developed the program last year, there was some...we needed to 
eliminate some ambiguous language which has caused some 
communities to question their authority to or ability to set a 
program. First, the definition of "volunteer" is amended to 
remove the qualification the volunteer is... in order to qualify 
as such, must receive no remuneration. Remuneration is a broad 
term extending to almost any term (sic— item) of value provided 
by (sic— to) volunteers by reasons of his or her service. The 
change proposed would not permit paid firefighters to 
participate. A volunteer would still need to qualify under the 
cited provisions of the Internal Revenue Code as a bona fide 
volunteer. Section...secondly, on page 6, line 15 to 17, the 
qualification that a body seeks to offer service award benefit 
must be one that has placed its primary reliance for emergency 
response service on volunteers is amended. The qualification 
requires an appropriate judgment by the body. It can be argued


